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Summary

In 2007 Ghana celebrated 50 years of independence from British
colonial rule. The golden jubilee offered an opportunity to take stock of
how the country had progressed in expanding education and the
challenges for the future. This paper offers a critique of the journey,
highlighting the challenges and progress. What reforms in education
has taught Ghana is that it is much easier to fix the ‘hardware’ than the
‘software’ problems of education. With huge investments from
internal and external sources structural and infrastructural problems of
education can be fixed. With expanded facilities access can improve.
However, completion rates remain the problem, especially at junior
and senior secondary where low completion rates deprive the country
of much needed educated youth prepared for work and for further
education and training. TVET development plans faces the challenge
of ensuring that sustainable capital and recurrent investment is
available to improve infrastructural facilities and thereby improve the
quality of products. Fifty years after independence, although Ghana has
made good progress in expanding education provision, it is still faced
with the problem of securing an education system that delivers on
quality and provides equitable access for all, especially the poor and
disadvantaged. Until and unless significant gains are made here, the
goal of producing a workforce with the knowledge and skills for
development would be hard to achieve. This is the task for the next
fifty years.
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