
Summary

The experience of public policy in Sri Lanka has had a profound
impact on the thinking of the global development community in
relation to the role of education in economic development. In
particular, the example of Sri Lanka helped to persuade policy
makers around the world that government’s can successfully develop
a general education system to enable universal enrolment and
completion of primary education, and provide widespread access to
secondary education. This paper analyses the historical evolution of
the Sri Lankan education system, discusses the policy framework for
general education and discusses the performance of the Sri Lankan
education system in terms of equity of access and quality. The paper
proceeds to discuss the main future educational challenges facing the
country.
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